OWe have young women who
want something for their
lives. They donOt always
know exactly what it is. If
you ask themNtheyOll say
theyOre either going to go
to college or be rap singers.
They come to see some pos-
sibilities for their lives.O

OMany of these young
womenOs home lives are
pretty narrow. So we have
a lot of beld tripsNto
museums, volunteering,
they build Habitat homes in

South Carolina, theyOve gone

to New Mexico. Slowly, their
horizons and their concep-
tions of themselves really
open up.O

Single-Sex Education

Percentage of girls at
Josephinum who say it's
easier to concentrate at
an all-girls’ school: 89
Percent who say it's
easier to express them-
selves: 81

OThe longer IOm here, the
more | believe that low-
income women of color,
particularly, need a space
where they can try things
out. Adolescence is a time
of trying out lots of different

OGirls here have opportunities
they might not in a co-ed
school. So everybody on stu-
dent government is female;
every captain of every sports
team is female. Some kids
here will say they donOt like
mathNno one here says
girls canOt do math, because
girls are doing math here all
the time. ThereOs not a sense
that there are certain things
girls canOt do.O

personalities. But itOs hard
sometimes to try out the
Osmart girlO personality in a
co-ed setting where every-
thing is about whoOs popular
and whoOs dating whom an
whoOs wearing what. Here,
you can not only try on the
Osmart girlO personality, yo
can wear it a lotNand it
doesnOt hurt you. It doesnQt
hurt your social life.O

Financial

Students who qualify for
federal free or reduced-
price lunch: 85 percent
Average tuition paid by
families: $2,000 per year
Cost of an education at
“The Jo”: $12,000 per year
Amount raised in chari-
table gifts last year:

$1.3 million

OcCatholic schools used to
run with just a principal,
because most private
schools get 85 percent of

their operating budget from

tuition. But because our
school is so differentNwe
get 80 percent of our
operating budget from

Waring and Mike Heidkamp '92, who is
academic dean at “The Jo.”

Williams Connections

O1Om one of those alums who
have been a little distant
from Williams. | made some
good friends there, but it
was a difbcult time, both
personally and because it
hadnOt been co-ed very long.
But since my 25th 1Ove been
getting closer. Every time |
meet a Williams graduate, |
like them.O

Interviewed by Jay Vanascq a
syndicated columnist based in
Chicago.

charitable giftsNwe needed

to free up the principal to

focus on academic affairs,

students and faculty.O

MaRcH2006] WILLIAMALUMNIREVIEW 9



